
 

The George County School District takes student attendance very seriously.  We understand that there is a 

direct correlation between student attendance and student success.  While our district has experienced 

unprecedented academic success over the past couple of years, we have also noticed an alarming trend in the 

number of students who are habitually absent from school.   

We have recently partnered with our local law enforcement agencies, local judicial system, local compulsory 

school attendance officer, and school administration to help us combat the issue of rising truancy in our 

district.  An initial meeting was held with representatives from all of these agencies on Wednesday, August 23, 

2023 to forge a plan that we hope will not only help us provide the education and support to our parents 

regarding truancy, but also the means by which to hold parents and students accountable when students are 

habitually absent from school. 

We would like to initially provide parents with a reminder that our procedures as they relate to absences, 

excuses, and truancy can be found in our student handbooks.  Our handbooks are located on our website at 

https://www.gcsd.us/information-for-parents (hard copies are also available at your child’s school upon 

request). 

We would also like to remind parents that school districts are required to operate under the rules enforced by 

the Mississippi Department of Education Compulsory School Attendance Office and MS Code 37-13-91.  The 

Office of Compulsory School Attendance Enforcement is responsible for ensuring that all Mississippi students 

are afforded the opportunity to attend school and to enforce the Mississippi Compulsory School Attendance 

Law §37-13-91 of the Mississippi Code 1972 Annotated. The law governs compulsory school attendance. It 

requires a parent, legal guardian or custodian who has legal control or charge of a child age six (6) to 

seventeen (17) enroll him or her in an education program (i.e. public, private or home school). Student 

enrollment must occur except under the limited circumstances specified in subsection three (3) of §37-13-91 

which includes, but are not limited to, sending the child to a state approved, nonpublic, or educating the child 

at home in an organized educational program. July 1, 2003, the law was amended to include the following: a 

child, five (5) years of age, who enrolls in public kindergarten, will have to abide by the same guidelines as 

outlined in §37-13-91. 

Our policy states that the school district shall be in compliance with the Mississippi Compulsory Attendance 

Law (Section 37-13-91 20 MS Code of 1972 Ann., as amended). Excessive absences shall be reported to the 

appropriate attendance officer in compliance with the requirement of the law. When a student accumulates 

five (5) unexcused absences ten (10) unexcused absences, and twelve (12) unexcused absences; the school is 

required to report these absences to the George County Attendance Officer who explains and gives written 

notice of the Compulsory School Law to the parents/guardians. The Mississippi Code of 1972 Annotated 

section 37-13-91(4) states: A disciplinary suspension shall not be considered as an “excused” absence.  

We would also like to remind parents that as stated in our handbooks, it is the policy of the George County 

School District that no excuse will be accepted after 2 days upon the return of the student to school.  If an 

excuse is submitted to the school district past the 2 allotted days, they absence will remain and be reported as 

unexcused.  The excuse will however be placed in the student’s file. 

https://www.gcsd.us/information-for-parents
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=a3acc3ff-5e15-44dd-aed5-6ec5ad924854&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-82S2-8T6X-727H-00008-00&pdcontentcomponentid=234190&pdteaserkey=sr0&pditab=allpods&ecomp=7s65kkk&earg=sr0&prid=29f78f8f-912a-4907-8296-0b3c4f656748


What this means moving forward for you as parents is this:  All students who reach the 5, 10, and 12 number 

of unexcused absences will be reported to the Compulsory Attendance Officer who will be notifying you of 

compulsory attendance noncompliance.  All students who reach 12 unexcused absences will be referred to the 

court system. 

We know that you as parents realize the importance of your student’s attendance at school.  We look forward 

to this collaborative effort to ensure all of our students reach their highest level of academic achievement 

which starts with them being present! 


